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Full Professor of Sociology of Communication at the Faculty of Political Sciences 
of the University of Messina.  Graduated in 1972 at the Faculty of Political 
Sciences of the University of Florence.  
 
After the graduation he obtained a scholarship and became Instructor at the 
Faculty of Political Sciences of the University of Messina. In these early years, he 
developed a research on legal culture, communication and semiotics. These 
studies resulted in the production of several articles and essays printed in 
different languages. 
 
He also conducted research on ‘young culture’ in the Southern Italian context, 
and published some articles and essays on this topic. Moreover, he studied the 
media and their representation of the South of Italy. 
 
In the 1977 he has been appointed Adjunct Professor in  Sociology of 
Communication at the Faculty of Political Sciences of the University of Messina. 
In the 1982 he obtained the tenure asset and he has been  appointed Associate 
Professor.  
 
In the March 2001 he became Full Professor in Sociology of law and Social 
Change at the Faculty of Political Sciences of the University of Messina.  
 
Since 2005 he is Full Professor in Sociology of Communication. He is member of 
the board of the Ph.D course in ‘Sociology of Mass Communication’ at the 
University of Macerata and former coordinator of the Ph.D course in ‘Analysis and 
Theory of Legal, Social and Communicative Change’ at the University of Messina. 
 
He has been Research Associate at Center for Communication Studies at the 
University of Liverpool and Professor Invitado at the Centro Latinoamericano de 
Investigaciones Juridica y socials of the Law Faculty of the University of 
Carabobo, Valencia.   
 
He has been member of the following Associations: 
 
- Vice-President of the International Association for Semiotics of Law (1987-1990). 
- Member of the Advisory Commitee of the same Association (1990-1992).  
- Member of the Editorial board of International Journal for the  
Semiotics of Law. 
- Member of the Scientific Committee of the Archivos Latinoamericanos de  
metodologia y Filosofia del Derecho. 
- Member of Scientific Committee of the Programm for Semiotic Research  
in Law, Government and Economics (Pennsylvania State University). 
- Member of the Research Committee for the Sociology of law of the International 
Sociological Association. 
- Local Director of the Interuniversity Center for the Research on Sociology of 



Law, Information and Legal Institutions. 
- Contributor for the ‘Dictionnaire Encyclopedique de Nomologie et de  
Sociologie Juridique’. 
- Member of the Scientific Commitee of the journal “Comunicando”.  
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